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tumes. On a near inspection, it was evident that the dresses were
made of the moat costly materials; but, as they hung there, lank, limp,
and shapeless, empty of the lithe form that had given such classic grace
to their folds, such queenly dignity to their sweeping trains, the rich
vestures gave the place the appearance of a costumier's show-room.
Had they voices, what disclosures those embroidered bodices, those
jeweled crowns might make of the passionate workings of the heart
they had covered, the brain they had encircled! Little, however, did
the. careless crowd trouble itself with such conjectures as it passed
along, commenting on all it saw and on all it had heard, on the prob-
' able value of the gewgaws, and on the errors of her who had worn
them.
In another room were arranged the plate and real jewels, the latter
in show-cases much after~the manner in which those of some crowned
heads were seen at the two great Exhibitions in London and Paris, and
really almost as worthy admiration. . The imperial and royal gifts, each
recording some triumph of which it had been the brilliant reward, were
placed conspicuously.
The library, though not extensive, was valuable, inasmuch as many
of the books, having been presented by the authors, Hugo, Lamartine,
Ponsard, Emilie Augier, and others of the most admired modern poets,
contained their autographs, and, in some cases, complimentary verses
addressed to the tragedienne. Among the works of the theatrical re-
pertory were tragedies with alterations, additions, and remarks in the
handwriting of Talma, to whom they had belonged; others had been
similarly annotated by the late owner.
„ Among the smaller articles of menage was a cup of S&vres porcelain,
which was doubly valuable from having also pertained to two theatrical
celebrities: its first owner was Mademoiselle Clairon. The paintings
and richest portion of the furniture had been disposed of at the sale of
the effects in the Hotel Trudon, some time before Mademoiselle Ka-
chel's death.
So far there was nothing very objectionable in the exhibition. It
was probably necessary that the plate, jewels, and other articles should
. be sold, in order to make a division of the property in accordance with
the will of the deceased. But it really seemed unnecessary, as well as
grossly indelicate, to make a public exhibition and sale of the personal
linen of the tragedienne; if the family could not make some arrange-
ment among themselves with regard to such articles, they might, at
least, have been more privately disposed of. The whole stock-^and it
was a larger one than many ready-made linen warehouses contain—to-
gether with the dresses, shawls, and laces, was set down in, a separate
.catalogue, and displayed in the bed-chamber. The petticoats of Adri-
eme Lecovweur and the hose of Marie Stuart were to be knocked down
tfr^Jie highest bidder, as well as the peplum of Gamille and mantle of
^, was to be seen the only creature whose countenance indi-

